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LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS 

Twelfth Annual Meeting, Berkeley, California, June 4, 1915 



FIRST SESSION 

(Friday, June 4th, 2:30 p. m.) 

The League of Library Commissions met 
in annual session in Room No. 200 of the 
Mining Building, University of California, 
Berkeley, at 2:30 on Friday afternoon, 
June 4th. Miss Mary E. Downey, second 
vice-president, in the chair in the absence 
of the president and the first vice-president. 

The minutes of the annual meeting at 
Washington and of the mid-winter meet- 
ings of the eastern and western sections 
were approved as printed without reading. 

The report of the secretary-treasurer was 
read and approved. The report of the Com- 
mittee on aid to new commissions was re- 
ceived and the recommendation approved 
that the Publication committee of the 
League be asked to prepare articles to be 
used in giving information which shall aid 
new commissions, the articles to be sub- 
mitted to the Executive Committee for 
approval and publication. 

The report of the Committee on foreign 
book lists was received and adopted. The 
recommendations of the eastern and west- 
ern sections of the mid-winter meetings 
were then considered. 

On the question of aid to new commis- 
sions the action of the western section, 
that the Washington recommendations of 
the Committee on aid to new commissions 
be accepted, except the one making the 
president chairman of the permanent com- 
mittee, was approved and the recommenda- 
tion adopted. 

New York, having given required notice, 
proposed the following changes in the con- 
stitution : 

To amend Article 5, Section 1, by striking 
out the words "the members of the Publi- 
cation Committee, as hereinafter provided," 
following the words "Section 4 and," and 
inserting in place thereof the words "Three 
other members from three different states, 
elected as hereinafter specified. At the an- 



nual meeting of 1915 there shall be elected 
by ballot three persons to serve as the elec- 
tive members of the Executive Board above 
mentioned to hold, as shall be determined 
by lot, one until the first, one until the sec- 
ond and one until the third succeeding an- 
nual meeting of the League, or until their 
successors shall be chosen, and their suc- 
cessors to hold for terms of three years, or 
until their successors shall be chosen, to 
be elected one each year at the annual 
meeting of the League." 

On motion of Miss Rawson the amend- 
ment was unanimously adopted. 

To amend Article 6, Section 2, by add- 
ing after the words "by the president" the 
words "Reports of all committees shall be 
forwarded to the Secretary of the League 
at least 30 days before the date of the an- 
nual meeting." 

On motion of Mr. Sanborn the amend- 
ment was adopted. 

To amend Article 8, Section 1, by striking 
out the words "annual meeting" following 
the words "place of the" and inserting in 
place thereof the words "midwinter meet- 
ing of the Council" so that the section 
shall read: "The annual meeting of the 
League shall be held at the time and place 
of the midwinter meeting of the Council 
of the A. L. A." 

Mr. Wyer moved the adoption of this 
amendment, but the question was lost by 
one vote. A motion to reconsider was car- 
ried and the amendment was then adopted. 

Iow T a, having given similar notice, pro- 
posed to amend the constitution by striking 
out Article 4 as it appears and substituting 
the following in its place: 

The officers of the League shall be a 
president, first and second vice-presidents 
and a secretary-treasurer to be elected as 
hereinafter specified. At the annual meet- 
ing of 1915 there shall be elected by ballot 
a president to serve until the second suc- 
ceeding annual meeting, and a secretary- 
treasurer to serve until the first succeeding 
annual meeting, their successors to hold for 
terms of two years, or until their succes- 
sors shall be chosen, to be elected one 
each year at the annual meeting of the 
League. The first and second vice-presi- 
dents shall be elected annually and shall 
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serve until the election of their succes- 
sors. 

This was unanimously adopted. 

A motion of Mr. Sanborn, that the ses- 
sion act as a committee of the whole for 
the nomination and election of officers to 
act until the next annual meeting, was car- 
ried and the following officers were elected: 

President, Miss Fannie C. Rawson, Ken- 
tucky. 

First Vice-President, Mr. Henry M. San- 
born, Indiana. 

Second Vice-President, Mrs. A. J. Bark- 
ley, Iowa. 

Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Sarah Askew, 
New Jersey. 

In accordance with the amendment of 
Article 5, Section 1, the following were 
elected members of the Executive Board for 
one, two and three periods respectively: 

Miss Anna May Price, Illinois. 

Miss Mary E. Downey, Utah. 

Mr. Wm. R. Watson, New York. 

Adjourned. 

THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON BOOKS IN FOREIGN LAN- 
GUAGES FOR TRAVELING 
AND PUBLIC LIBRA- 
RIES. 

At the last midwinter meeting of both 
the eastern and western sections of the 
League of Library Commissions, the ques- 
tion of foreign book selection for traveling 
and public libraries was discussed; and it 
was decided that a committee should be ap- 
pointed to see what might be done by the 
League in the matter of getting more sat- 
isfactory lists. The president of the League 
in notifying the members of the commit- 
tee of their appointment last March sug- 
gested that the committee be prepared to 
report progress at the Berkeley meeting; 
and that is all that the committee is able 
to do at this time. The investigations of 
the committee so far undertaken have cov- 
ered the following points: 

1. Names of states sending out traveling 

libraries in foreign languages. 

2. Languages in which the states doing 

foreign work have books. 

3. To what extent the lists already in 

use are satisfactory. 

4. In what langauges each state desires 

lists. 

5. Names of persons competent and will- 



ing to prepare lists in the various 
languages. 

6. A basis of compensation for the prep- 

aration of the lists. 

7. How satisfactory lists can best be 

made available to other Commis- 
sions. 
Ten states have to date not been heard 
from. Fifteen states report that they send 
out no traveling libraries in foreign lan- 
guages. Three of these fifteen report that 
they expect to get out some such libraries 
in the near future; and seven of them state 
that though they have no traveling librar- 
ies, one or more public libraries within 
the borders of the state have books in 
foreign languages on their shelves. It was 
brought out in the discussion last Decem- 
ber that many of the public libraries were 
just as vitally interested in this subject 
as the Library Commissions. Out of 26 
states heard from there are thus only eight 
that are not at all interested in the ques- 
tion. Only one state — Kansas — which 
sends out libraries in German only, re- 
ports its lists satisfactory. The reports on 
the topics — Languages in which the states 
doing foreign work have books, and lan- 
guages in which lists are desired — are in 
most cases identical, though in the case of 
a few that are spreading out, a formidable 
list of new languages is noticeable. Min- 
nesota and Pennsylvania, which report not 
only the needs of their library commis- 
sions, but also of their public libraries, 
state that they desire lists in all the lan- 
guages of Europe. If the investigations 
of the Committee had reached the public 
libraries of the northern peninsula of Mich- 
igan, certain industrial centers of Indiana, 
Ohio, New York, etc., instead of so far be- 
ing confined to the Library Commissions, 
similar results would doubtless have been 
obtained from those states. Following is 
a summary showing how many states want 
lists in each language so far as detailed 
reports have been received: 

1 Armenian 3 Modern Greek 

4 Bohemian 4 Polish 

2 Croatian 1 Portuguese 

5 Danish-Norwegian 2 Roumanian 

2 Dutch 2 Ruthenian 

3 Finnish 3 Russian 
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5 French 2 Serbian 

7 German 2 Slovak 

3 Hungarian 2 Slovenian 

4 Italian 3 Spanish 
2 Lithuanian 5 Swedish 

5 Yiddish 

If a careful canvas of all the public li- 
braries of the country were made the num- 
ber of lists desired for each language would 
of course be considerably increased; but 
even so the demand for each language 
would probably not be great. 

The Committee is not at this time pre- 
pared to furnish names of persons willing 
and competent to prepare lists in the dif- 
ferent languages. The information so far 
received on this point has been too indefin- 
ite to be of practical value, with one ex- 
ception. Mrs. Kudlicka of the Buffalo, N. 
Y., public library, is at present working on 
a Polish list for the Wisconsin Library 
Commission. It is probable that arrange- 
ments may be made so as to make this list 
available to other Commissions and that 
Mrs. Kudlicka's services may be secured 
for necessary supplements to the list from 
time to time. No basis of compensation 
has as yet been suggested. 

Some correspondence has been carried on 
with Mr. H. H. Wheaton, specialist in immi- 
grant education of the U. S. Bureau of Ed- 
ucation, who has offered his services to 
the Committee and who writes as follows: 

"I have your favor of April 29th giving 
a list of the League of Library Commis- 
sions' committee on foreign book selection 
for traveling libraries. I shall be glad to 
keep in touch with you from time to time 
as to the features of your Committee ac- 
tivities and if you will submit a statement 
of exactly what you would like to have the 
Bureau of Education publish in the way of 
foreign book lists, etc., I shall be glad to 
take it up with Commissioner Claxton. It 
is quite possible that we may be able to 
publish this material either as a bulletin or 
as a circular letter. At any rate I shall 
endeavor to perfect some arrangement for 
carrying on this work in co-operation with 
you." 

There has also been some correspondence 
with the Immigrant Publication Society 
of New York, of which Mr. John Foster 
Carr is director, regarding the preparation 
of lists. This society has published an 



excellent Italian list, which, however, is 
already being found too short by two 
states. It is now working on a Yiddish 
list. Mr. Carr reports that lack of funds 
prevents work on other lists and in reply 
to a request for names of persons compe- 
tent to prepare lists in other languages 
writes : 

"I cannot name a person competent to 
handle the whole matter of any one of 
those desired lists. Nor do I know of any 
other way of solving the problem than the 
rather slow and careful way we have adopt- 
ed of selecting many advisers, of different 
capacities and experience, each expert in 
some particular direction, each having 
knowledge that needs to be supplemented." 

Mr. Carr suggests the advisability of 
some financial arrangement between the 
Immigrant Publication Society and the 
League of Library Commissions, which 
would make it possible to furnish the lists 
desired; but no details have been discussed. 
Respectfully submitted, 

lilly m. e. borresen, 
j. maude campbell, 
clara f. baldwin, 
anna a. Mcdonald, 
walter l. brown. 

report of the committee on aid 
to new commissions. 

The members of the committee have 
been able to render some assistance dur- 
ing the year to states which have been 
endeavoring to secure the passage of com- 
mission laws. Although the results have 
not been all that could be desired the 
workers in these states have a better 
knowledge of what should be provided for 
in a commission law, and will be better 
prepared to present the matter effectively 
at future sessions of the legislatures. 

Considerable correspondence was car- 
ried on with various persons in West Vir- 
ginia and Montana who were interested in 
securing suitable legislation, and material 
was furnished so far as it was available. 
In West Virginia, owing largely to a divid- 
ed opinion as to the form of the bill, 
nothing in the way of legislation was 
accomplished. It is probably a matter for 
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congratulation that one of the bills intro- 
duced failed to become a law. In Montana 
the effort to establish a commission was 
unsuccessful but a county library law 
was passed. 

In order that it might be better prepared 
in future to furnish publicity material 
promptly the committee sent to each com- 
mission a request for several copies of 
all publications useful for publicity pur- 
poses. Considerable material was received 
from California, Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Oregon and Wisconsin. Mary- 
land and Pennsylvania replied stating that 
no publications suitable for such a pur- 
pose were available. Of all the commis- 
sions circularized the eight above men- 
tioned are the only ones which responded. 
The model commission law has been pub- 
lished in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the committee made in its re- 
port last year, and this publication, to- 
gether with the others now at the disposal 
of the committee, will make it possible to 
supply without undue delay the most effec- 
tive printed aids to be obtained. It would 
be very desirable to have also a collec- 
tion of material which would show graphi- 
cally the work of various commissions. The 
committee would be glad to receive pic- 
tures illustrating commission work in any 
way; pictures of book wagons, of traveling 
libraries in rural communities, charts 
showing the growth of the work, etc., would 
all be useful. 

When an experienced speaker could not 
be secured a carefully prepared talk on 
the work of a commission, accompanied by 
lantern slides, might be used advanta- 
geously in communities endeavoring to stir 
up interest in securing better library fa- 
cilities. There is need of more specific di- 
rections regarding the steps to be taken in 
organizing the work of a commission, and 
there should be a statement showing what 
might be accomplished with an appropria- 
tion of a certain amount. A clear account 
of what was done in some well organized 
state with the first appropriation granted 
would be useful, especially if accompanied 
with comments on the mistakes that were 



made and suggestions as to better methods 
of procedure. 

If information of this character could be 
brought together in a pamphlet printed 
either as a special handbook, or in a new 
edition of the League Yearbook, it would be 
one of the most useful publications that 
could be issued for the guidance of those 
who are endeavoring to establish new 
commissions. The Committee, therefore, 
recommends that the Publication Commit- 
tee of the League be asked to prepare ar- 
ticles to be used for this purpose, the ar- 
ticles to be submitted to the Executive 
Committee for approval and publication. 
Respectfully submitted, 
WM. R. WATSON, 
MRS. PERCIVAL SNEED, 
CLARA F. BALDWIN, 
E. W. WINKLER. 

SECOND SESSION 
Friday Evening, June 4th. 

In view of the absence of a number of 
those expected to participate in the pro- 
gram it was decided to unite the Friday 
evening and the Saturday morning ses- 
sions on Friday evening. 

Dr. Arthur E. Bostwick was the first speak- 
er on "Methods by which the custodians of 
traveling libraries may be familiarized 
with the books so that they can enlarge 
the number of patrons, direct the reading, 
and improve the character of the books cir- 
culated." Dr. Bostwick said that a travel- 
ing library is a public library reduced to 
its lowest terms, a custodian of a traveling 
library is a librarian reduced to lowest 
terms, and the problems of a traveling li- 
brary are the problems of the public 
library reduced to the lowest terms. 

"We familiarize ourselves with anything 
not by going to those who know about it, 
but by coming Into actual contact with the 
thing itself. There is no way of becoming 
familiar with books except by reading 
them. We can know all that is necessary 
about some books without reading them, 
but we cannot be familiar with them. The 
work of the director of a traveling library 
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system is cut out — to see that the books 
go Into the hands of a custodian who will 
read them. 

"The next question, how to induce the 
custodian to read books, is best answered 
by selecting the kind of custodian who will 
do this. This is a difficult matter, and I 
do not know how it is to be done, but it 
must be done. 

"The custodian must be able to talk well 
about the books, to fit the books to the 
readers, to give each what he will enjoy, 
to get them to read willingly. The whole 
duty of a custodian then is to read the 
books, and be able to describe lucidly and 
attractively the impression made upon him. 
We cannot expect to find a custodian every 
time who can fulfill every condition, but 
one should be selected who will come 
nearest to it, and it is the duty of the 
director to find people who can do this." 

In discussing the "Methods of circulariza- 
tion in traveling library work to the end 
that remote communities may understand 
their opportunities and secure traveling li- 
braries," Miss Anna May Price of Illinois 
said, "In Illinois we endeavor to co-operate 
with every existing institution in the state, 
— public libraries, women's clubs, schools, 
ministers, the state university, newspapers 
and the state fair. 

"To the public libraries and women's 
clubs we send letters, and to the latter 
lists of books which we are able to loan 
them. 

"3. With the schools good results have 
been obtained by articles in the school 
magazines. County superintendents have 
been furnished with literature to distribute 
among the schools. Normal and summer 
schools have been visited and talks given 
to teachers. 

"4. Public libraries and women's clubs 
have sent to us the names of ministers to 
whom lists of books have been sent, and 
many libraries have been placed in Sunday 
Schools. 

"5. The traveling library has been ad- 
vertised through the extension school of 
the state university. We have also re- 
ceived through the Community Adviser the 



names of communities which might use 
traveling libraries. 

"6. Many of the country newspapers 
have patent insides and one article may 
thus be widely circulated. 

"7. Exhibits of books at the state fair 
with distribution of leaflets, lists, etc., have 
been used to advertise the traveling li- 
brary." 

Mr. Sanborn of Indiana said that the 
county agricultural agents had carried 
traveling library books around with them, 
and also kept collections in their offices, 
thus bringing them to the notice of many 
rural communities. The traveling library 
is also systematically advertised in the 
papers of the state twice a year. 

Mr. W. H. Kerr said that in Kansas the 
rural expert had been invited to attend 
and address the Kansas Library Asso- 
ciation that he might become interested in 
library work, also, the publicity division 
of the agricultural college saw the oppor- 
tunity to feature the expert and the travel- 
ing library in articles sent out each week 
to the papers. 

In the absence of Miss Caroline P. Web- 
ster and Mr. Wyer, who was expected 
to read her paper on "Work with for- 
eigners," a summary of it was given by 
Mr. Kerr, and the paper submitted for 
printing. 

(See p. 192) 

Continuing the discussion Miss Downey 
called upon Mr. Ripley, librarian of the 
Sacramento county library, who said that 
one of their difficulties lay in getting for- 
eign books on subjects desired, and that 
he thought the first step must be the 
translation into foreign languages of books 
most needed. 

Mr. Sanborn asked if any commission 
represented at the meeting had a rental 
scheme such, as he understands, is used 
in Wisconsin, by which books in foreign 
languages are rented to public libraries. 
No one present was able to give informa- 
tion on this subject. 

Miss Jones of California said that their 
first effort had been to supply books for 
American readers, but now they were buy- 
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ing a few foreign books and trying to at- 
tract readers to them. 

Miss Blair of the Oregon State library 
spoke of the plan used in Oregon, of fur- 
nishing printed slips to every applicant for 
naturalization telling them that the state 
library has books which will help them to 
pass their examinations. She said the 
judges co-operate with the State library 
in this work. 

Dr. Bostwick said, the question is, shall 
we recognize the right of foreigners to have 
books in their own language. At one time 
the view of the majority was, that only 
such foreign books as might be considered 
literature should be placed on library 
shelves, and French and German were the 
only books so considered. Now we are 
adding other languages, not from a literary 
standpoint, but as a means of helping for- 
eigners to understand our customs, modes 
of thought, etc. If the city is justified in 
doing this the state is also. 

In St. Louis they are adding foreign 
books slowly because they cannot spend 
large sums for them. Formerly there was 
no demand because the library had no 



books. Put in the books and the demand 
will come, but it is not right to stimulate 
a demand which cannot be supplied. 

There are lists available in almost all 
foreign languages. City libraries will be 
glad to give such lists to commissions. 
The difficulty in preparing lists is that we 
know so little of the modes of thought 
of our foreign readers. 

Not being informed of the change of pro- 
gram Mr. Jennings was not present to read 
the paper prepared by Miss Agnes Han- 
sen, on "Work with foreigners." The pa- 
per is printed as a part of these minutes. 
(See p. 196) 

In the discussion on the county library 
system, in the absence of Miss Isom, Miss 
Ruth Crocker of the South Portland branch 
of the Portland library association gave a 
description of county library work in 
Oregon. 

(See p. 198) 

A number of county librarians from 
California then gave enthusiastic accounts 
of the work carried on by their county 
libraries, after which the meeting ad- 
journed. 
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